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The Blue Whale 


by Donna K. Grosvenor 
Paintings by Larry Foster 
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Try to imagine that you are a blue whale. 

You are very, very big. 

You are the largest animal that has ever lived. 

You are as long as three big schoo bi ses end to end, 
and you weigh more than 30 elephants. 

Your tongue alone weighs as much as a young elephant 


HI 


lir( 






1 


rwj i 


But in the water you do not feel heavy. 

The water lifts you and holds you up, 
so you feel as light as a feather. 

And even though you are very large, 

you glide easily and gracefully through the sea. 
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When a whale breathes out, the air in its lungs 
whooshes out of the blowholes. 

People can see the spray, or spout, from miles away. 
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Big Blue is a hungry baby. 

He pushes his tongue against his mother’s nipple, 
and her thick creamy milk squirts into his mouth. 
In one day. Big Blue gulps enough milk 
to fill many hundreds of glasses. 

He grows very, very fast 
and gains 200 pounds a day. 

This is as much as a large man weighs. 

At first, the mother always stays beside her baby. 
They touch and pat each other with their flippers. 
Whales also use their flippers to steer 
and keep their balance in the water. 




How easy it is for whales to swim through the water! 

The mother and baby speed along 

just by swinging their tails up and down. 

The two flat parts at the end of the tail are called flukes. 
The mother dives down into the sea. 

Big Blue dives right beside her. 

Whales can even swim upside down. 

Soon mother and baby will begin a long, long journey. 
They will go to their feeding grounds 
in the icy waters of Antarctica. 

But the mother and baby will not be cold. 

Under their skin, whales have fat, ) 

called blubber. 

This blubber is like a thick blanket 
and keeps them warm. 
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On their way to Antarctica, mother and baby 
a squid struggling with a sperm whale. 

The sperm whale is another kind of whale, 

and squid is its favorite food. 

1 | < : ; . 

The sperm whale holds the squid in its mouth 
The squid wiggles and fights to escape. 

But the whale does not let the squid get away. 
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As they swim toward Antarctica, 

Big Blue stops to rest and play. 

He throws himself onto his mother’s back 

and makes a loud splash as he flops into the water. 

Mother and baby play together for hours. 

There are no other baby blue whales to play with. 
Blue whales do not travel together in large groups. 
Big Blue has only his mother 
to keep him company in the huge ocean. 







• • 

Wfflwmti ■ • ■ 

„ V* l lj I ■ J : : ' ■ -• . . ■ ■ . ; 

If 1 W;)' >' i 1 • ' iivtr- 1 ! '! " Vi- • 

jU'VJl 'Vr? j 

ffflffife I ' ■ ' 

M& 


4h '■ 
























Suddenly, black-and-white killer whales 
speed like torpedoes through the water. 

Killer whales are also called orcas. 

Hungry orcas could mean danger for Big Blue. 

These mighty hunters with their big teeth could easily 
attack and kill a young blue whale. 

But mother hears the orcas, 

and she keeps Big Blue safely away. 
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After many weeks, 

Big Blue and his mother 

arrive in the cold waters of Antarctica. 
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Huge chunks of ice, called icebergs, 
float in the water. 

Penguins waddle on the icebergs like windup toys. 
They line up to dive into the ocean for food. 

Big Blue will remember his journey. 

Year after year, he will swim back to Antarctica 
to find the food blue whales like to eat. 
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Food! At last, mother sees food. 

She finds the ocean full of orange krill. 

Krill look like shrimp and are about the size of your middle finger. 
Mother has had very little to eat for six long months. 

Big Blue has lived on mother’s milk. 

But mother did not find enough food until she arrived in Antarctica. 
Now mother will feed oft thousands of pounds of krill a day. ||||!||j| 
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water 


As mother swims through he krill, she opens her huge mouth, 
per mouth fills with water and hundreds of pounds of krill. ii 
The krill and water stretch her throat until it looks like a big bag. 
Instead of teeth, a blue whale has baleen. 

The ba een grows down from the upper jaw and looks like a comb 


He is now old enough to find his own 
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It leaps into the air upside down 
and crashes into the water on its b 
The sound is so loud it can be hea: 

The right whale got its name from 
These whales were easy to catch, 
so the men who hunted them calle 
White lumps of thick skin grow on 
of each right whale. No one knows what they are for 
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Even the largest creatures on earth are not safe from danger. 

The worst enemies of whales are whalers, the men who hunt whales. 
Whalers in boats are chasing these three whales. 

When a boat gets close enough, a whaler shoots a harpoon from a gun. 
If the whale is hit, the harpoon explodes and kills it. 

In the distance, a big factory ship waits to cut up the dead whales. 
Men kill whales for their blubber and meat. 

They melt the blubber to make oil for soap and machinery. 
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Some people eat whale meat. 
'Hirierspse it 
Today, blue whales are 
But so many have been killed 
that only a few blue whales 
are left in the world. 

Now people have decided 
not to hunt them any more. 
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A fierce storm sweeps over the ocean. 

Lightning flashes across the sky. 

Big Blue rides the giant waves 
as if he were on a roller coaster. 

Big Blue is now nearly a year old, 
and he no longer needs his mother to protect him. 
He can swim back to warmer waters all by himself. 
The time has come 

when all the blue whales leave Antarctica. 
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Big Blue is alone — all alone in the great ocean. 
In a few years he will look for a mate. 

But the oceans are very large, 

and there aren’t many blue whales left. 

Big Blue might not find a mate. 



a time may come when no blue whales are born. 
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Only people can keep blue whales from becoming extinct. 
Extinct means gone forever, and there will never be any more. 
People must keep on protecting the blue whales, 
so there may always be animals like Big Blue in the ocean. 
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